
 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT NEWSLETTER 
August 2008 

 
CM Information Chair: Amy Chen-Huey Martin, martin3750@comcast.net 

October Newsletter deadline – September 30, 2008 
 

 
 

2008-2009 CM CALENDAR 
 

Registration 
September 15 Database is open for registration 
 

November 15 Registration is closed. No late registration. Branches may not make 
their own deadline date. Registration closes at midnight on 11/15 for 
all branches. 

 

November 16 - Fees, one teacher one check, must be submitted directly to the 
Branch Chair and must be postmarked no later than November 16. 
- Work Contracts (if you have them) MUST also be submitted at this 
time! 

 

December 15 Deadline for Branch CM fees due to State Office  
Check from Branch to State Office for the branch CM fees must be 
postmarked by 12/15 or a 1% late fee will be imposed. 
 

Enter Evaluation Information Online 
January 2  Database is open for entering evaluation information online  

Note: Individual branch will set its own deadline for teachers to 
enter evaluation information online  
 

January 15 Deadline for Panel students to drop back to Non-Panel status 
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CM Evaluation Dates 
Feb. 21 –Apr. 5 Branch CM Evaluations North and South 

Note: Teachers check with your Branch Chair for your branch’s 
evaluation dates 
 

Panel Regionals 
Feb. 28 –March 1 - Piano Panel Regional North West Valley College in Saratoga (to be 

confirmed) 
- Piano Panel Regional South  
- Strings Panel Regional South One location only:  Cerritos 
Community College (11110 Alondra Blvd., Norwalk, CA  90650) 

 

March 7 – 8 - Piano Panel Regional North West Valley College in Saratoga (to be 
confirmed) 

   - Piano Panel Regional South 
 

Panel Finals 
March 15  Deadline for Panel Final Application. No late application. 
 

Mar. 27–29  Panel Finals South  
  3/27–29: Piano  

3/28 Winds (North and South) & Voice (North and South)  
3/29 Strings (North and South)  
 

April 4–5 Panel Finals North (Piano) West Valley College in Saratoga (to be 
confirmed) 

 

Convention 
April 15       - Deadline for Convention Applications. No late application.  
 - Deadline to apply for Make up Procedures High School Students 

only 
 

May 2–3  CM Council meeting 
 
May 15 - Deadline for Completion of Make Up Procedure (MUP) 

Evaluations– High School Students only 
 - Early Bird registration for Convention 
 

June 1  - Convention recitals schedules posted on the state website 
        - Deadline to enter MUP results. Database closes after June 1 
 

July 3–July 7 Convention at Santa Clara Marriott. 2700 Mission College Blvd 
Santa Clara, CA 95054  
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CM Branch Chairs: please relay the following message to your teachers. 
IMPORTANT REMINDER:  All teachers enrolling in Certificate of Merit are 
asked to note the following: 
Article A, Section 7 of the 2008-2009 MTAC Standing Rules 
Only Individual Members in good standing may enroll students in MTAC 
programs and these students MUST be their own students. 
 
Article I, Section 3 of the Certificate of Merit Policy 
The MTAC teacher must be the primary teacher of all students they enter.  
The primary teacher is one who personally teaches a student on a regular 
basis for the majority of lessons. 
 
Members who enroll students in another teacher's behalf risk the following: 

I. Being removed from good standing 
II. Forfeiting the privilege of participating in Certificate of Merit and other 

MTAC programs 
III. Loss of membership 

Any teacher who has inadvertently broken this policy is strongly encouraged to arrange 
to delete any students who belong to another teacher immediately.  Please be advised 
that any teacher who enrolls students in CM through another teacher also jeopardizes 
membership in the organization. 
 
Karen S. Becker 
CM Coordinator 
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HEADS UP FOR 2009 CONVENTION MASTER CLASSES 
1) A third Panel MC will be presented which will focus on lesser-known Etudes (ie. no 
Chopin or Liszt). 
2) Two early-intermediate to intermediate Master classes will be held next convention 
with Melody Bober.   

• One will consist solely of her pieces (published by Alfred) 
• The other will be pieces by any New Materials composer  
• Eligibility: Levels 3-8 and submitted for New Materials Recitals  
• Students with 5+ Convention Rating  
• Excellent ratings on both Sight-reading and Technique  
• A random drawing will be held to choose final participants 

Teacher Work Contract 
Branch Chairs, 
The Council is strongly encouraging every branch to have a written CM Policy/Work 
Contract covering what is expected of branch members in regards to working at branch 
CM evaluations, per CM Policy V #9.  Participating teachers should sign the Work 
Contract and return it with their Registration Fees by Nov. 16th 
 

At the Branch Chair Training Session at Convention, we said we would make up a 
sample CM Branch Policy and Teacher Work Policy/Contract.  I think this can all be 
included in one document. 
 

If your branch currently has a policy in place, would you please send (email) a copy to 
me peggy09876@yahoo.com and I will compile the ideas into a sample for everyone. 
 

Thanks,  
Peggy Taylor, CM Evaluator Chair, South, Training & Recruiting, Chair Liaison, CCSR 

News from Evaluator Chairs - Training & Recruiting 

 All Evaluators are now required to attend a training session every two years  
(and of course new Evaluators are still required to attend before they work). 

 
 In the North, check your calendars!  

• August 22nd place TBA 
• Fall months TBA 
• January 4th in Sacramento 

 Please RSVP to Judi Sands-Pertel; jspmidi@aol.com for schedules/sites! 

mailto:peggy09876@yahoo.com�
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Evaluator Chairs challenge Branch Chairs! 
• Branch Chairs are our best Evaluator recruiters! 
• Who would you want to evaluate your own students?  Think about this, and we’re sure you know 

teachers in your Branch or neighboring Branch who would do a great job. And it’s a paid job! 
• Chairs, please consider “hosting” an Evaluator training session, AND consider applying to be an 

Evaluator, you know the job ... let someone fix you lunch, pay you, etc. 
 

Why be a CM Evaluator? 
Hear new music, see the sites, and meet new colleagues! 

New Evaluators are always needed and appreciated! 
 

Below are some important criteria:  
 
• EXPERIENCE AS A TEACHER IN PATH A CERTIFICATE OF MERIT: Teachers who have 

extensive experience with their own students in CM and who have students who do well (Branch 
Honors, Convention, Panel, etc.) judge with standards that are high but realistic. These teachers 
also have a thorough understanding of the program, support and enforce CM Policies.  

 
• EXPERIENCE IN EVALUATING: Applicants who have experience in evaluating other programs 

(Guild, Royal Conservatory, MTNA, etc.) are most successful in our program.  
 
• SUNNY DISPOSITION: Evaluators must smile throughout the day, even after you’ve heard the 

same piece for the fifth time … ☺  
 
• LEGIBLE HANDWRITING for as many as eight hours of writing in a day. (There is also 

computer evaluator training available).  
 
• MOST IMPORTANTLY: Evaluators must care about the students, also be sensitive to high school 

students and their desire to continue the study of music with a hectic schedule, be encouraging to 
all levels of students and maintain the highest standards of our program.  

 
For application information, please contact the Evaluator Chair for your discipline. Please note that there is a 
different person for the North and the South. You can find their contact information by visiting the MTAC 
website and this publication. 
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News from Training Liaison 
 

What was this sticker? 
 
 
 

If you attended a training session at Convention you are now “in the know”.   In 2010 Remain 
at Level will really mean remain at level! 
 
Branch chairs, let a CM Council member explain new policies, “back you up” on your branch 
procedures and more. 
• Would you like a CM Council member to hold a CM Teachers Training Session?  We all 

know how carefully we listen to “an expert from out of town”!   
• Contact Judi Sands-Pertel; jspmidi@aol.com the CM Training Liaison and she will start the 

arrangements for a Council member to visit your branch. 
 
 
 

Panel 
NNaannccyy  DDaaggggeetttt  JJeennsseenn,,  PPaanneell  CChhaaiirr  NNoorrtthh 

 
¾ PPaanneell  iiss  ffoorr  eexxttrraaoorrddiinnaarriillyy  ttaalleenntteedd  ssttuuddeennttss,,  aarrttiissttiiccaallllyy  aanndd  tteecchhnniiccaallllyy  ppoolliisshheedd  ttoo  aa  nneeaarr  

pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  lleevveell..    TThhiiss  iiss  NNOOTT  tthhee  nneexxtt  sstteepp  aafftteerr  AAddvvaanncceedd  LLeevveell..  IItt  iiss  aa  hhiigghheerr  lleevveell  tthhaann  
tthhee  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  FFeessttiivvaall  ssttaannddaarrdd  ((66++))..   

 
¾ PPaanneell  iiss  aa  ttwwoo--sstteepp  pprroocceessss..  AA  ppiiaannoo  ssttuuddeenntt  mmuusstt  bbee  AAddvvaanncceedd  lleevveell  iinn  GGrraaddeess  1100--1122  

((CChheecckk  ggrraaddee  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  ffoorr  vvooiiccee,,  wwiinnddss,,  aanndd  ssttrriinnggss  wwiitthh  ddiisscciipplliinnee  cchhaaiirrss  aass  tthheeyy  
ddiiffffeerr))..  AA  ssttuuddeenntt  iiss  rreeggiisstteerreedd  iinn  tthhee  rreegguullaarr  ffaallll  rreeggiissttrraattiioonn  wwiitthh  aallll  ootthheerr  CCMM  ssttuuddeennttss..  
PPaanneell  eevvaalluuaattiioonnss  aarree  ddiiffffeerreenntt  iinn  tthhaatt  ssttuuddeennttss  aarree  nnoott  eevvaalluuaatteedd  aatt  tthhee  BBrraanncchh  lleevveell  bbuutt  
ggrroouuppeedd  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  BBrraanncchh  aatt  RReeggiioonnaall  ssiitteess..  SSttuuddeennttss  cchhoosseenn  ttoo  pprroocceeeedd  ttoo  tthhee  PPaanneell  
FFiinnaallss  tthheenn  ccoommpplleettee  aa  sseeccoonndd  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  aanndd  ppaayy  aannootthheerr  ffeeee..  ((SSttuuddeennttss  wwhhoo  aarree  nnoott  
sseelleecctteedd  ttoo  pprroocceeeedd  ttoo  FFiinnaallss  ssttiillll  rreecceeiivvee  aa  rreegguullaarr  eevvaalluuaattiioonn  aanndd  ddoo  nnoott  hhaavvee  ttoo  ppllaayy  aaggaaiinn  
aatt  tthhee  BBrraanncchh  eevvaalluuaattiioonnss..))    TThhoossee  sseelleecctteedd  ttoo  pprroocceeeedd  aarree  eevvaalluuaatteedd  bbyy  aa  PPaanneell  ooff  33  
eevvaalluuaattoorrss  wwhhoo  hheeaarr  aallll  ssttuuddeennttss  iinn  bbootthh  tthhee  SSoouutthh  aanndd  tthhee  NNoorrtthh..  TThhoossee  ssttuuddeennttss  sseelleecctteedd  
ffrroomm  tthhiiss  rroouunndd  aarree  cchhoosseenn  ffoorr  PPaanneell  HHoonnoorrss  RReecciittaallss,,  MMaasstteerr  CCllaasssseess  aanndd  YYoouunngg  AArrttiisstt  
GGuuiilldd..  MMaasstteerr  CCllaasssseess  aanndd  YYoouunngg  AArrttiisstt  GGuuiilldd  aarree  ffoorr  ssttuuddeennttss  iinn  1111tthh  aanndd  1122tthh  ggrraaddee  wwhhoo  
hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  eennrroolllleedd  aanndd  ppaasssseedd  aallll  eevvaalluuaattiioonnss  ssiinnccee  99tthh  ggrraaddee..   

 
¾ NNEEWW  TTHHIISS  YYEEAARR----  TThhee  CCMM  CCoouunncciill  hhaass  aaddddeedd  aa  33rrdd  MMaasstteerr  CCllaassss  tthhaatt  wwiillll  ffooccuuss  oonn  

lleesssseerr  kknnoowwnn  EEttuuddeess  ((ii..ee..  nnoo  CChhooppiinn  oorr  LLiisszztt)).. 
 
¾ PPlleeaassee  rreeffeerr  ttoo  tthhee  PPaanneell  gguuiiddee  wwhhiicchh  iiss  lliisstteedd  oonn  tthhee  MMTTAACC  wweebbssiittee..  IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  qquueessttiioonnss  

pplleeaassee  ccaallll  yyoouurr  BBrraanncchh  CChhaaiirr.. 

“Be in the 
know” 

CM 2010 

mailto:jspmidi@aol.com�
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YOUNG ARTIST GUILD 
Nicole A. Burns, YAG Chair 

 
The 2008 Young Artist Guild Recital was held in the Raincross Ballroom at the Riverside 
Convention Center on Friday, June 27, 2008.  Eight students were initiated that evening into 
the Young Artist Guild with membership for 2008-2013.  There were two pianists from the 
north, two pianists from the south, one cellist from the south, one violinist from the south, and 
two flutists from the south.  There were a total of sixty-two YAG applicants who auditioned 
this year:  thirty-six from the north and twenty-six from the south.  Members are as follows: 

• Gary Chan, pianist, 12th grade, student of Edward Francis – Conejo Valley 
• Ian Counts, pianist, 12th grade, student of Hyeja Chong Ganahl – South Bay 
• Michael Delfin, pianist, 11th grade, student of Carol Oaks – Fresno 
• Michael Fan, cellist, 12th grade, student of Charles Baker – Orange 
• Erica Richardson, violinist, 12th grade, student of Gayaneh Kumar – Glendale 
• Jenny Shin, flutist, 12th grade, student of Jane Masur – North San Diego 
• Kenric Tam, pianist, 12th grade, student of Hans Boepple – Santa Clara 
• Mark Teplitsky, flutist, 11th grade, student of Jane Masur – North San Diego 

Following the recital YAG members were each given a silk rose and a plaque plus the 
following awards/scholarships: 
 
MTAC State Award:  Each new YAG member received $600.00.   
 
Natenstedt Award (based on essays submitted by YAG members): 

• Michael Delfin - $750 
• Michael Fan - $500 
• Gary Chan - $500 
• Kenric Tam - $200 
• Ian Counts - $200 
• Mark Teplitsky - $200 
• Erica Richardson - $200 
• Jae-Eun (Jenny) Shin - $200 

 
AMRON Dustin Koji Jefferson Award (based on essays submitted by YAG members): 

• Ian Counts - $1,000 
 
Christine Piper Plumb Award (based on performance at YAG Recital) 

• Mark Teplitsky - $1,000 
 
Valerie & Samuel Rodetsky Award (based on performance at YAG Recital) 

• Kenric Tam - $500 
 
A special thank you to James Walker (winds), Jeffry Kaatz (strings), and Elvin Rodriquez 
(piano) the three adjudicators for the Plumb and Rodetsky awards at the YAG recital. 

(cont. next pg.) 
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The YAG Convention Recital received very positive feedback.  All of the performers were top 
notch!  My son Brandon (14 y/o) even prepared a slide show presentation of Young Artists 
Guild members from birth to present that was shown during intermission.  It received a lot of 
oohs, aahs, giggles and even tears.   
 
Being the YAG Chair is truly a rewarding experience and I’d like to thank all of the YAG 
teachers for their cooperation and support.  Your hard work with these students is an 
inspiration to us all. 
 
Please support these fine YAG members by holding a YAG Recital in your branch.  All YAG 
information and forms can now be found on the website at www.mtac.org. 

 
 
 

Festival Recital 
Piano teachers please remember as you choose repertoire for 2009 that Festival Recital repertoire for 
convention must be within the 5 minute time limit. Students performing repertoire known to be over 
the 5 minute time limit such as the Beethoven Tempest Sonata Movement I will be dropped from the 
Festival Recital data base.  
  
Sue Scofield 
Festival Recital Chair 
 
 

 
Theme Recital 

Theme for 2009-2010 
IRREGULAR METER - Including 

Frequently Changing Meter, Unusual Meter, Uncommon Meter, No Meter, Hemiola 
Path A students, Level 3 – Advanced, Solos only, 7 minute time limit 

(Pieces published within the last 10 years are not excluded) 
 
 

Ensemble Recitals  
As teachers are planning their students' CM repertoire, they may consider using an ensemble piece for 
one of the selections.  The Convention Ensemble recitals are designed to promote the exploration and 
performance of ensemble repertoire and are open to students Level 3 and above.  All students in the 
ensemble must be registered for CM.  Students do not need to be registered at the same level to 
participate.  Students may perform repertoire for duo piano, piano four hands or more, or sonata level 
repertoire with different instruments.  The music need not be memorized.  The teacher(s) must apply 
and submit the online application for all students in the ensemble.  For ensembles of the same 
instrument, the same evaluator will hear each member of the ensemble at adjacent times.  For different 
instrument ensembles, the appropriate evaluators will hear the ensemble at different times.  

For further information, contact Linda Rohmund, Lindapiano@yahoo.com, Theme/Ensemble Chair.  

http://www.mtac.org/�
mailto:Lindapiano@yahoo.com�
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New Wind Chair for the North 
I have enjoyed serving as the Wind Chair for Northern California for the past seven years. During that 
time, we have upgraded to CDs for ear training, we have revised the Wind Syllabus, added instruments 
(bassoon and French Horn), and have incorporated an Evaluator Training DVD as an optional part of 
evaluator training. Now it is time to pass the torch, and I am pleased to announce the appointment of 
Kim Zamjahn, of the Delta Branch, to the position of Wind Chair for Northern California. We look 
forward to a continued growing of our program, and thank Kim for her willingness to contribute her 
time, talents and energy to this. 
 
I so enjoyed getting to know and work with other Wind Chairs and teachers and other members of the 
C.M. Council. I will miss them greatly. It is good, though, to have fresh new faces and ideas added to 
the mix on a regular basis. Winds: the best is yet to come! 
Susan Nguyen 
Outgoing Wind Chair North 
 
 

VOICE NEWS 
Lots of new happenings for voice:   
 

• Please look for an addendum to the syllabus in the fall.  
• There will be a book of sight reading and rhythm practices available.  It will include levels 1 – 

10 and follow the requirements of the syllabus.  Teachers who would like to contribute 
exercises for level 10 must have them emailed to Brigitte Doss-Johnson (moo5@pacbell.net) 
by August 15.  

• Ear Training testing will be part of the theory test, and will replace the scales, intervals, and 
tonal memory of the practical test.  The practical will still include sight reading, rhythm and 
Vaccai.  

 
Brigitte Doss-Johnson      Sarah Sandvig 

      Voice Chair North      Voice Chair South 
 
 

Foundation 
The mission of the Music Teachers’ Association of California Foundation is to facilitate the 
programs of the MTAC Association through financial support. This support is given to 
programs such as:  student scholarships and awards; MTAC members in need; community 
outreach through the MTAC Branches; and artistic programs of the MTAC Association.  
There are many types of funds accepted by the Foundation. 

• MTAC accepts donations by check from individuals, Branches and businesses.  
• Members, spouses and friends can go for matching funds when one of you works for a 

company that has this program.  
• Donations through stocks, securities, etc. are acceptable. See below.  
• Donations can be designated for specific programs as so indicated, or for general use through 

the Second Century Fund.  
• You may donate your car and designate MTAC Foundation as the recipient 

Whatever prompts you to give, include MTAC on your list this year. If each of us would just donate 
even $1-10 a year to our foundation, we would grow on a regular basis. 
Sharon Townsend Roth, Foundation Chair  

mailto:moo5@pacbell.net�
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CM COUNCIL 2008–2009 
 

Karen Becker 
Coordinator 
keys2muzc@msn.com 
 
Julie Johnson 
Assistant Coordinator 
juliepiano@sbcglobal.net 
 
Lowell Webster,  
Database and Branch Fast 
Scheduling 
lwebster@redshift.com 
 
Amy Chen-Huey Martin, 
Information Chair 
martin3750@comcast.net 
 
Rosemary Yang,  
Panel Chair South 
Weiyang168@aol.com 
 
Vera Hoalim,  
Regional Panel Chair 
South 
organve@sbcglobal.net 
 
Nancy Daggett Jensen 
Panel Chair North 
nanchopin@sbcglobal.net 
 
Nicole A. Burns 
Young Artist Guild Chair 
burnspianostudio@aol.com 

Judi Sands-Pertel, CCSR * 
Training Liaison 
Evaluator Chair North: 
Training & Recruiting 
Branch Chair Liaison 
jspmidi@aol.com 
 
Lisa Stokes 
Evaluator Chair North: 
Scheduling 
sstokes@pacbell.net 
 
Peggy Taylor, CCSR * 
Evaluator Chair South: 
Training & Recruiting 
Branch Chair Liaison 
peggy09876@yahoo.com 
 
Lily C. Lee, Evaluator 
Chair South: Scheduling 
lilylovespiano@yahoo.com 
 
Mark S. Mendez,  
New Materials Recital 
Chair 
mendez_mark@att.net 
 
Sue Scofield,  
Festival Recital Chair 
jandsscofield@earthlink.net 
 
Linda Rohmund, 
Ensemble/Theme Recital 
Chair  
lindapiano@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lori Jensen,  
Strings Chair North 
music-maker@sbcglobal.net   
 
Tammy Tsai 
Strings Chair South  
tammystsai@yahoo.com 
 
Brigitte Doss-Johnson  
Voice Chair North 
moo5@pacbell.net 
 
Sarah Sandvig  
Voice Chair South 
sssongbird77@aol.com 
 
Kim Zamjahn  
Winds Chair North 
misskim4music@hotmail.com 
 
Michelle Rumley  
Winds Chair South 
michellerumley@sbcglobal.net 
 
CM *CCSR – CM  
Chair Computer Support 
Representative 
 
Branch names from A – L: 
Peggy Taylor 
(peggy09876@yahoo.com) 
 
Branch names from M – San 
Diego County: Melissa 
Mandeville 
(Msmelisma@surewest.net) 
 
Branch names from San 
Fernando – Yolo: Judi 
Sands-Pertel 
(Jspmidi@aol.com) 
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