
YOUNG COMPOSERS GUILD 
 

REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

1. The student must be in high school grades 10, 11, or 12 or at the collegiate level to be eligible to apply for 
membership in the Young Composers Guild. 

  
2. The high school student must be studying with an active MTAC teacher in good standing.  The college 

student has studied during the high school years with an active MTAC teacher in good standing who will 
serve as the sponsoring teacher. 

 
3. The student’s performance instrument may be any recognized instrument or voice. 

 
4. The student must have entered the Composers Today Evaluations or State Contest and been recognized at 

least one year in high school.  This means the recognized work has been performed on either the CT 
Symposium or the CT State Winners program at the state convention prior to applying for membership in 
YCG. 

 
5. The application must be accompanied by 3 compositions of the student’s current work or a longer work of 

at least three movements.  Minimum total length:  192 measures or 7 minutes of playing time.  A tape/CD 
of a performance of the composition must be sent with the compositions. 

 
6. The student may use mixed media or a combination of instruments or voice in the composition.  Examples 

of mixed media would be music and art, music and poetry, music and electronic sound, music and dance, 
and music and literature.  Good taste and musicianship is always a criterion in any creative effort. 

 
7. A fee must accompany the application to cover the time of the panel of evaluators who critique the 

compositions. 
 

8. Application for YCG must be sent (postmarked) to the YCG Chair on or before the deadline, Feb. 15th 
 

  
REQUIREMENTS FOR HONORARY MEMBERSHIP 

  
Honorary membership is for the young composer who has graduated from college, who has studied with a MTAC 
teacher, and who was actively enrolled in the CT program during the high school or college years. This composer 
must meet the above requirements #3 through #8 for application and must be sponsored by an active MTAC teacher 
in good standing. 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR REGISTRATION 
  

1. Type or print carefully all information requested on the Young Composers Guild application form. 
  
2. Make three clear photocopies for each entry.  The manuscript must be done by hand or computer printout.  

Place only the title of the composition on the manuscript.  Bind the pages of each composition so that they 
may easily be read.  Do not send the original manuscript.  If a computer printout is used, it must be done by 
the composer with proper editing. 

 
3. Send three tapes/CD of the music submitted on the manuscript.  Place only the title on each cassette tape.  

If the media used requires a video tape (such as music and dance) place only the title on the video tape. 
 

4. Number the measures.  The measure numbers may be at the beginning of each line of music.  Begin 
numbering with a complete measure. 

 
5. Any modern notation must have a complete explanation defining the notation. 

 
6. Type names of compositions on two YCG Adjudicator Comment Sheets. 

 
 



 
YOUNG COMPOSERS GUILD APPLICATION FORM 

Teachers: Must be postmarked on, or before, February 15th  to YCG Chair 

    Fee: $55 
I. General Information     
Composer’s Name   Birth Date  

Address  City  ZIP  

Phone   Grade in School  

Names of High School or College    

Address  City  ZIP  

Primary Performance Instrument/Voice   

Year(s) your compositions were performed at the MTAC annual convention; specify whether CT  
Symposium or Contest Winner’s Program  
     

List other performances of your work    
     

Type a brief biographical sketch including performance experiences, awards, etc., and attach to the application form. 

Check your YCG Status 

Applying for Membership   Applying for Honorary Membership  

Current YCG Membership   Year Membership was conferred  

Honorary YCG Member   Year Honorary Membership was confirmed  

II. Composition Information    
Three compositions are required. These may be in a set, 3 different pieces, or one longer work of 3 
movements. Minimum total length must be 192 measures or 7 minutes of playing time. 

Send only 3 of your best works.    

Titles: 1.    

2.     

3.     

Media and Instruments Used for Composition:   
List instruments, voice, poetry, dance, *electronic sound, art, etc., used in creating your  
composition and equipment necessary for the performance of your works. 
 

*Electronically generated sound waves may come from a pre-created sound bank or may be created by the  
composer from basic sound waves. Generic names such as “Ice Rain” or “Fantasie” are computer names for groups 
of generated sounds which cannot be played on specific instruments. The composer may prerecord the parts of such  
a work and save it to a memory disk. For performance, the composer may play along with this disk on a synthesizer 
or an acoustic instrument. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
For Electronic Music, List: 

  

Hardware Used  Software Used  
   
Manuscript: Submit three copies of the composition. Manuscripts may be done by hand or 
computer printout. Bind the pages of each composition so that the judges may easily be able to 
read the music. Do not send the original manuscripts. If a computer printout is used, it should be 
done by the composer with care given to proper editing. 
   
Tape: Three cassette tapes of the composition must be sent with the composition for the 
judges. 
   
Performance Time:   
   
Composer’s Comments: Write, in your own words, some of the ideas you have experienced 
while creating these compositions. What was your intent? How did you approach the work? 
   
   
   
   
   

III. Performance Confirmation 
I agree that, if selected for the Young Composers Guild membership, I will perform and/or 
provide performers for the MTAC Annual Convention. 
   
    
Signature  Date 

   

   

Sponsoring MTAC Teacher   
Name  Branch  

Address  City  
State  ZIP  Phone  

Notification of Membership and performance opportunity will be sent by April 15th  

 
 
 
 

Send application, compositions, tapes, and fee by February 15th to the  
Young Composers Chair. 

See CT Council Directory for name and address 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

YCG ADJUDICATOR COMMENT SHEET 
   

Composers #   
Composition title(s)   
   
   
High School Yr.  College Yr.  College Graduate (Honorary Member)  

   
 ADJUDICATOR COMMENTS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
Adjudicator Name  Date 

Print Name______________________________________ 
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